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2020 High School English Debate Tournament
Implementing Plan
I. Purposes
A. To encourage research and active learning, thereby sharpening students’ English
speaking and logical thinking skills.
B. To promote interscholastic debating events throughout Taiwan.
I. Organizers & Hosting Schools
A. Supervised & sponsored by: K-12 Education Administration, Ministry of Education
B. Organized by: English Department of National Taiwan Normal University
C. Hosted by:

1. Taoyuan Wu-Ling Senior High School (Northern region)

2. Taichung Shi Yuan Senior High School (Central region)

3. National Tainan Girl's Senior High School (Southern region)

4. National Experimental High School at Central Taiwan Science Park (National
tournament)

[11. Participants
A. Regional competitions:

1. There will be three regional tournaments held respectively in the Northern,
Central, and Southern regions of Taiwan. The tournaments are mainly for high
school students (for international schools that means grade 9 to 12). Each school
can send one team to participate. Registration is on a first-come, first-serve basis.
Priority will be given to high schools within their regions. (Each school should
enter only one team. The second team from a school will be accepted only when
there are spots unfilled after the registration deadline.) Please note that debaters
who have won The Best Debater Awards in the same debate category in past
National Tournaments, though can enter the contest to compete for the team
award, are not eligible to run for individual awards. For policy debate, there
will be 8 to 12 teams for each regional tournament, with 3-6 debaters (and 2
backup debaters) on each team. For non-policy debate, there will be 4 to 8 teams
for each regional tournament, with 3-6 debaters (and 2 backup debaters) on each
team. Among the registered debaters, the coach can decide who will debate as the
affirmative and the negative as well as their speaking orders.

2. For policy debate, each school should have at least one coach, and send one
English teacher to be the adjudicator. For non-policy debate, each school should
have at least one coach, and an English teacher to be the adjudicator if notified.
All adjudicators are required to attend a judges’ meeting prior to the tournament
(pre-tournament judges’ meeting for the Central, Southern and Northern
Tournaments are yet to be announced).

B. National competition:

1. Winning teams of English debate tournaments in the Northern, Central, and
Southern regions of Taiwan will compete in the national competition. If the team
cap is not met, the host schools of regional tournaments may send one more team
to participate in the nationals.

2. For policy debate, there will be 12 teams, with 3-6 debaters (and 2 backup
debaters) on each team. For non-policy debate, there will be 8 teams, with 3-6
debaters (and 2 backup debaters) on each team. The name list should be
confirmed before a set date. Coaches should decide on the combination of the
debaters and their speaking order for each of the 3 debate rounds, and should
inform the organizer about their decisions a week before the tournament at the




V.

VI.

VII.

latest. No change is allowed afterwards (Please note that the change of the
combination and the order simply means their debating sequence, and you may
not replace any of the debaters already entered in the competition after your
confirmation). Debaters who have won The Best Debater Awards in the same
debate category in past National Tournaments, though can enter the contest
to compete for the team award, are not eligible to run for individual awards.

3. For policy debate, each school should have at least one coach, and send one
English teacher who has experience of judging English policy debate to be the
adjudicator for the tournament. On the day of the tournament, a judges’ meeting
will be held and all adjudicators are required to attend. For non-policy debate,
each school should have at least one coach, and depending on the number of
teams competing, an English teacher may have to be dispatched by the
school to be the adjudicator.

Debate Propositions

Policy debate

RESOLVED: Gender-neutral restrooms should be established in schools at all levels in

Taiwan.

Non-policy debate

RESOLVED: Homework should be banned in secondary schools in Taiwan.

Registration

A. Southern region: Registration has to be completed on the website
(https://shorturl.at/kyDMN) by 17:00, March 17. Any revision to the registration
has to be completed on the above website before the registration system is closed on
April 7.

B. Northern region: Registration has to be completed on the website
(https://shorturl.at/alnyJ) by 17:00, March 24. Any revision to the registration has to
be completed on the above website before the registration system is closed on April
14.

C. Central region: Registration has to be completed on the website
(https://shorturl.at/fCS19) by 17:00, April 1. Any revision to the registration has to
be completed on the above website before the registration system is closed on April
21.

D. National tournament: To be announced after the regional competitions.

Dates and Venues:

A. Northern region: April 25, Taoyuan Municipal Wu-Ling Senior High School

B. Central region: May 2, Taichung Municipal Shi Yuan Senior High School

C. Southern region: April 18, National Tainan Girl's Senior High School

D. National: June 6, National Experimental High School at Central Taiwan Science
Park

Contact

For any further question (excluding registration-related matters), please contact

A. Northern Region: Ms. Katherine Liao of Wuling Senior High School at
03-3698170#360, wlshbl7@email.wlsh.tyc.edu.tw.

B. Central Region: Mr. Yang of Shi Yuan Senior High School at 04-27060314#829,
fatstonex(@sysh.tc.edu.tw.

C. Southern Region: Ms. Chang of Tainan Girls' Senior High School at
06-2131928#102, teach@tngs.tn.edu.tw.

D. National tournament: Mr. Shih of National Experimental High at Central Taiwan
Science Park at 04-25686850#1390, syt060323@nehs.tc.edu.tw.
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VIll.Disclaimer & Participant Agreement

Any revision to the registration has to be completed before the on-line registration
system is closed. Unless there is an uncontrollable factor, no changes can be made to the
registration once the on-line registration system is closed. All the participation proofs
and award certificates issued in wake of the competition will be based on the registration
the time the on-line system is closed. For any errors concerning the participant’s names
on the proofs or certificates, if proven not a mistake made by the English Department of
National Taiwan Normal University, no proofs or certificates will be reissued.
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2020 High School English Debate Tournament
Rules & Regulations

I. Debate Propositions

Policy debate

RESOLVED: That cellphones should be banned in secondary schools in Taiwan.

Non-policy debate

RESOLVED: That high school students in Taiwan should have open campus lunch break.

I1. Debate Rules
A. Time: Sign-in at 8:30 AM, briefing on rules at 9:00 AM, and first debate round starting at 9:30
AM. Late-coming teams are automatically disqualified.
B. Format & procedure
1. Policy debate

Each match consists of an Affirmative team and a Negative team, with three debaters on
each team.
1.  First Affirmative constructive speech 5 minutes
2. Second Negative cross examines First Affirmative 3 minutes
3. Preparation Time 1 minute
4. First Negative constructive speech 5 minutes
5. First Affirmative cross examines First Negative 3 minutes
6
7
8
9

Preparation Time 1 minute
Second Affirmative constructive speech 5 minutes
First Negative cross examines Second Affirmative 3 minutes
Preparation Time 1 minute
10. Second Negative constructive speech 5 minutes
11. Second Affirmative cross examines Second Negative 3 minutes
12. Preparation Time 5 minutes
13. Third Negative Rebuttal 5 minutes
14. Third Affirmative Rebuttal 5 minutes
2. Non-policy debate
Each match consists of an Affirmative team and a Negative team, with three debaters on
each team.
1. Affirmative Team 1 Case Presentation 3 minutes
2. Prep Time 2 minutes
3. Q&A 6 minutes
Negative Team 1 Ask Affirmative Team 1 Questions 3 minutes
Negative Team 2 Ask Affirmative Team 1 Questions 3 minutes
Prep Time 2 minutes
Negative Team 1 Case Presentation 3 minutes
Prep Time 2 minutes
Q&A 6 minutes
Affirmative Team 2 Ask Negative Team 1 Questions 3 minutes
Affirmative Team 1 Ask Negative Team 1 Questions 3 minutes
8. Prep Time 2 minutes
9. Affirmative Team 2 Case Presentation 3 minutes
10. Prep Time 2 minutes
11. Q&A 6 minutes
Negative Team 2 Ask Aftirmative Team 2 Questions 3 minutes
Negative Team 1 Ask Aftirmative Team 2 Questions 3 minutes

No ok~



12. Prep Time 2 minutes

13. Negative Team 2 Case Presentation 3 minutes

14. Prep Time 2 minutes

15. Q&A 6 minutes
Affirmative Team 1 Ask Negative Team 2 Questions 3 minutes
Affirmative Team 2 Ask Negative Team 2 Questions 3 minutes

16. Prep Time 5 minutes

17. Negative Team 2 Summary and Final Pitch 3 minutes

18. Affirmative Team 2 Summary and Final Pitch 3 minutes

19. Negative Team 1 Summary and Final Pitch 3 minutes

20. Affirmative Team 1 Summary and Final Pitch 3 minutes

*If the debater finishes his/her speech or questions before time is up, the unused time is
simply lost, and the debate will directly move on to the next segment.

C. For_policy debate, there will be three debate rounds, and teams will have to defend both sides
of the resolution over the course of the tournament. The first- and second-round school
matchups will be posted a week prior to the tournament the latest, and the third-round
matchups will be announced on the day of the tournament at the venue. For non-policy
debate, there will be three debate rounds, and teams have to defend both sides of the
resolution over the course of the tournament. The first- and second-round school matchups
will be posted a week prior to the tournament the latest, and the third-round matchups will be
announced on the day of the tournament at the venue.

D. For each debate match there will have a panel of 3 judges. Professors, senior high school
teachers, and experts specializing in relevant fields will be invited to adjudicate.

E. Scoring system:

1.

The competition will operate on a points-accrual system. For each round in policy debate,
each team may accrue a score from 0 to 3. The top two to three teams, pending the number
of participating schools, ranked by their total points across three rounds, will be the
winning teams; the one to two teams ranked after that will be given “Judges’ Choice
Award.” For each round in non-policy debate, each team may accrue a score of 1 to 4. The
top one to two teams, pending the number of participating schools, ranked by their total
points across two rounds, will be the winning teams; the one to two teams ranked after that
will be given “Judges’ Choice Award.”

. If any two teams have the same points, their “ranking scores” will be examined to decide

which team wins out. (The “ranking score” is the score given after all two or three rounds
have been completed; judges in each panel will rank the teams they have judged and give
each team a “ranking score.”) If their “ranking scores” are still the same, the “ranking
scores” of their respective opponent teams will determine which team is the winning team.

. For each round in policy debate, each debater will be given a ranking score from 1 to 6

based on his/her performance by the adjudicators. The top two to three debaters, pending
the number of participating schools, ranked by their total points across three rounds, will
receive the honor of “Best Debater”; one to three debaters ranked after that will win the
honor of “Honorable Mention Debater.” If any two debaters score the same points, the
ranking will be determined based on the following criteria (in order of priority): 1) the
“ranking scores” of their opponent teams; 2) whether the debater defends both sides; 3)
their team’s “ranking score.” For each round in non-policy debate, each debater will be
given a ranking score from 1 to 12 based on his/her performance by the adjudicators. The
top one to two debaters, pending the number of participating schools, ranked by their total
points across three rounds, will receive the honor of “Best Debater”; the one to two
debaters ranked after that will win the honor of “Honorable Mention Debater”. If any two




debaters score the same points, the ranking will be determined based on the following
criteria (in order of priority): 1) the “ranking scores” of their opponent teams; 2) whether
the debater defends both sides; 3) their team’s “ranking score.”

F. Timing:

1.

For constructive speeches (policy debate) or case presentation (non-policy debate), the
timer will flash cards and ring a short bell ring to indicate a 30-second remaining time, a
long bell ring when time is up, subsequent short rings for every 10 seconds overtime, and
a prolonged bell ring after 30 seconds overtime. When hearing the prolonged bell ring,
debaters have to get off the stage immediately. A point will be deducted for every 10
seconds overtime.

For cross-examinations (policy debate) or Q&A (non-policy debate), the timer will flash
cards and ring a short bell ring to indicate a 30-second remaining time, a long bell ring
when time is up, and debaters have to get off the stage immediately.

For rebuttal speeches (policy debate) or summary & final pitch (non-policy debate), the
timer will ring a short bell ring to indicate a 30-second remaining time, a long bell ring
when time is up, subsequent short rings for every 10 seconds overtime, and a prolonged
bell ring after 30 seconds overtime. When hearing the prolonged bell ring, debaters have
to get off the stage immediately. A point will be deducted for every 10 seconds overtime.
For preparation periods for constructive speeches and cross-examinations (policy debate),
and case presentations and Q&A’s (non-policy debate), the timer will ring a long bell
ring when time is up. For the preparation period for rebuttal speeches (policy debate) and
summary & final pitch (non-policy debate), the timer will ring a short bell ring to
indicate a 30-second remaining time, and a long bell ring when time is up.

When it is time for a speech or questions, debaters for policy debate will be called to the
lectern and thus must proceed to the lectern immediately, but debaters for non-policy
debate only need to rise up from the seat and do not need to proceed to the lectern. A
point will be deducted for every 10 seconds of delay.

Required items:

1.
2.

3.

Debaters must bring their Student ID cards or ID cards.

Dictionaries and references are allowed, but all electronic devices are prohibited during
the debate.

Each team needs to prepare evidence cards for cross-examination (policy debate) or Q&A
(non-policy debate). Any evidence cited during the debate should have a corresponding
evidence card, which may be reviewed upon request by the cross-examiner/questioner
and their teammates. The card(s) need to be returned at the end of the constructive speech
(policy debate) or case presentation (non-policy debate) following the cross-examination
(policy debate) or Q&A (non-policy debate). Teams are advised to bring two sets of cards
for this reason. The card(s) may also be reviewed by the adjudicators upon request after
each debate round. Each card should contain the following information: tag, publication
or website, date of publication or retrieval, name and qualification of the author, and the
actual quote. If the evidence is in Chinese, no translation is required. However, if it is in
other languages, it needs to be translated into English. Each card should contain only one
piece of evidence.

. For each round, there should be 3 debaters on each team. If, for some reasons, a team only

has 2 debaters available, it may proceed with 2 debaters (with one giving both constructive
and rebuttal speeches), but will not be able to compete for team awards. If a team drops out
without a sound reason, the organizers reserve the right to disqualify the team sent by the
same school from the tournament next year.

For policy debate, the debater on stage is not allowed to discuss with his/her teammates at all



times; but during cross-examination periods, cross-examinees can take the needed evidence
from their teammates to facilitate the cross-examination. For non-policy debate, debaters can
help their teammates at all times as long as it is done in an orderly and unobstructive fashion.

All teams/debaters must not behave disrespectfully toward others, or the adjudication

committee may invalidate their claim to any prize. The vacancy will be filled by the next
ranked team/debater.

Onsite Code of Conduct

A. The rooms will not have microphones.

B. Debaters can use their cell phone as a timing device during the debate.

C. Eating and drinking are prohibited in the classroom.

D. Doors will be shut right after the competition begins. Any entry is forbidden except for staff
members and coordinators of the organizer.

E. In order not to disturb the speaker, chatting and walking around in the classroom are not
allowed during the debate. Please make sure your cell phone is turned off as well.

F. Clapping is not allowed during the debate.

G. Members in the audience are not allowed to talk to debaters in the front, nor are they
allowed to pass over any information or materials.

H. If you want to record or take photos, please set up your device before the debate begins.

Flash is prohibited.
Participating schools will be notified of the classrooms for debate matches once the
information becomes available.

Dress Code and Identity Check
Debaters should be dressed in formal attire that is not their school uniforms and shall bring with
them their student ID cards.
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Policy Debate
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National High School English Debate Tournament Ballot Sheet

Constructive Speeches (5 minutes)

1A IN 2A 2N
Evidence & Logic 120
Language /10
Delivery /10

Cross Examination (3 minutes)

2N 1A IN 2A
Relevance /10
Strategy /5
Delivery /5

Response to Cross Examination

1A IN 2A 2N
Relevance /10
Strategy /5
Delivery /5

S5-Minute Prep Time
Rebuttal (5 minutes)

3N 3A
Evidence & Logic 120
Language /10
Delivery /10
Subtotal /40

Individual Debater Total

1A 2A 3A IN 2N 3N
Constructive Speech | /40
Cross Exam /20
Response 120
Rebuttal /40
Total (NN NN SN S S —




Affirmative:

Negative:

Constructive Speeches

(5 minutes) Notes and Comments

1A 1IN 2A 2N
O Definestermsin | O Refutes 1A O Clashes with IN | O Shows how plan
resolution definitions and contentions won’t work
O States need for need for change O Explains workable | 0 Maintains status
change O Shows why status plan in detail quo OR
O Introduces a plan quo is acceptable | 0 Plan has solvency | OO Offers alternatives
OR
O Offers alternatives
Cross Examination (3 minutes) Notes and Comments
2N 1A IN 2A
O Controls time O Controls time O Controls time O Controls time
O Asksrelevant O Asksrelevant O Asksrelevant O Asksrelevant
questions questions questions questions
Response to Cross Examination Notes and Comments
1A 1IN 2A 2N
O Cooperates in O Cooperates in O Cooperates in O Cooperates in
answering answering answering answering
questions questions questions questions
O Responds to O Responds to O Responds to O Responds to
questions tactfully questions tactfully questions tactfully questions tactfully
and and and and
quick-wittedly quick-wittedly quick-wittedly quick-wittedly
Rebuttal (5 minutes) Notes and Comments
3N 3A
O Sums up position O Sums up position
O Defends against any attacks from O Defends against any attacks from negative
affirmative O Explains why their team should win
O Explains why their team should win O No new arguments
O No new arguments
Affirmative Negative

Debate Team Total

/200

/200

Judge’s Signature:




‘N on-policy Debate‘

Case Presentation

Al N1 A2 N2
Logic & Evidence | /20
Language /10
Delivery /5
Team Work /5
Subtotal /40
Q & A—Questions
N1 N2 A2 Al N2 N1 Al A2
Relevance /10
Strategy /10
Delivery /5
Team Work /5
Subtotal /30
Q & A—Answers
Al N1 A2 N2
Relevance /10
Strategy /10
Delivery /5
Team Work /5
Subtotal /30
Summary & Final Pitch
N2 A2 N1 Al
Logic & Reasoning /20
Recap & Organization |/ 10
Delivery /5
Team Work /5
Subtotal /40
Team Total
Al A2 N1 N2
Case Presentation /40
Q & A—~Questions / 60
Q & A—Answers /30
Summary & Final Pitch | / 40
Total /170

Affirmative Total:

Negative Total:




Case Presentation

Al N1 A2 N2

[ ] Define terms in [ ] Challenge terms | [ | Refute arguments | [ ] Refute arguments
resolution in resolution from N1 & from A2/A1 &

[ ] Present [ ] Refute arguments rebuild rebuild
appropriate from Al arguments from arguments from
number of [ ] Present Al N1
arguments appropriate [ | Present other [ | Present other

[ ] Support number of arguments arguments
arguments with arguments (] Support [ | Support
logic and [ ] Support arguments with arguments with
evidence arguments with logic and logic and

logic and evidence evidence
evidence
Q & A—Questions
N1 N2 A2 Al N2 N1 Al A2

[ ] Ask questionsto | [ | Ask questionsto | [ ] Ask questions to | [ ] Ask questions to

clarify clarify clarify clarify

[ ] Use questions to
expose flaws in
opponent’s case

[ ] Capitalize on
questions asked
by the previous
teams

[ ] Control time

[ ] Use questions to
expose flaws in
opponent’s case

[ ] Capitalize on
questions asked
by the previous
teams

[ ] Control time

[ ] Use questions to
expose flaws in
opponent’s case

[ ] Capitalize on
questions asked
by the previous
team

[ | Control time

[ ] Use questions to
expose flaws in
opponent’s case

[ ] Capitalize on
questions asked
by the previous
teams

[ ] Control time

Q & A—Answers

Al N1 A2 N2
[ ] Provide pertinent | [ | Provide pertinent | [ ] Provide pertinent | [ ] Provide pertinent
answers answers answers answers

[ ] Respond with
tact and quick-wit

[ | Respond with tact
and quick-wit

[ ] Respond with tact
and quick-wit

[ ] Respond with tact
and quick-wit

Summary & Final Pitch
N2 A2 N1 Al
[ ] Organize & recap | [ | Organize & recap | [ | Finish [ ] Finish
arguments from arguments from summarizing summarizing
both sides both sides arguments from arguments from
[ ] State reasons why | [ | State reasons why both sides both sides
the negative case the affirmative (reword N2’s (reword A2’s
sustains case sustains summary if summary if
necessary) necessary)
[ | State reasons why | [ ] State reasons why

the negative case
sustains

the affirmative
case sustains
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Tournament Timetable

(B M R IEEER)
Round One, Judges’ Conference, Comments and
Announcement of Results

E3[ Time JEB)) Event Hik: Venue
8:30~8:50 ZE X SFE I It
am ZQ%B?{E&D¥%$§§J E Z‘Eﬁl%&é
Reporting
8:50~9:00 =55\ s
am Fa'ﬁ%ﬁ HE®=E
Opening Ceremony
9:00~9:30 am R R A B
Explanation of Rules B
9:00~9:30 am g Gy
Judges’ Meeting -
9:30~11:00 am FimESE - PEEH  sTEETEEMERER

FEEHEL ¢ PEeREE

11:10~12:40am

B nEE - EETH SRS E B BER
(BURME RIEBR)

Round Two, Judges’ Conference, Comments and

Announcement of Results

FERHEL © PR E

Award Presentation and Closing Ceremony

12:40~1:40 pm tl:%’ﬁ(,%\ SIS HL o
Lunch Break HEAE

1:30~1:35 pm =R E B AR T
Announcement of Matchups and Drawing the Sides for HE#HE
Round Three

1:50~3:20 pm BoimEE - IEOR ISR EMESRER
Round Three, Judges’ Conference, Comments and EEHEL  AEE
Announcement of Results

3:20~3:40 pm BEHRESET e
Points Tabulation HEAE

3:20~3:40 pm S SE s .
Judges’ Meeting HEHE

TR 7 A e e

3.40 4.10 pm é‘ﬂ\‘guﬁ@; ) /ﬁ%%
Debate Seminar

4:10~4:40 pm PR PA R S




